376          THE NEW GERMAN CONSTITUTION
Every German shall be provided with the possibility of earning his
living by Economic labour. In so far as suitable employment cannot
be found for him, provision shall be made for his necessary maintenance.
Further regulations shall be laid down in special national laws.
ARTICLE 164.
Legislative and administrative measures shall be taken to encourage
an independent middle class in agriculture, manufacture, and commerce,
and to protect it against exploitation and extortion.
ARTICLE 165.
Workers and employees are entitled to co-operate, in common
with the employers and on a basis of equality, in regulating wage and
work conditions and in furthering the general economic development of
productive forces. The organizations of either side and their agreements
shall be recognized.
Workers and employees shall, in order to maintain their social and
economic interests, receive a legally recognized representation in Workers*
Councils, and also in District Workers' Councils organized by economic
spheres, and in a Central Workers' Council.
District Workers' Councils and the Central Workers' Council shall
meet the employers' representatives and the representatives of groups of
the population affected in District Economic Councils and in a Central
Economic Council, in order to carry out their Economic functions and
to co-operate in putting the Socialization Laws into force. District
Economic Councils and the Central Economic Council shall be so con-
stituted as to include representatives of all important professional groups
in proportion to their economic and social importance.
Drafts of bills on social and economic questions which are of funda-
mental importance must be submitted by the Government of the
Realm to the Central Economic Council for consideration before being
introduced., The Central Economic Council is entitled itself to initiate
such bills. Should the Government of the Realm not agree, it must,
nevertheless, submit such draft to the Reichstag together with an
explanation of its own point of view. The Central Economic Council
may appoint one of its members to support the bill in the Reichstag.
Rights of control and of administration may be transferred to
Workers' and Economic Councils within the spheres assigned to each.
The duty of developing the Workers* and Economic Councils, of
assigning to them their functions, and of regulating their relations to
other bodies concerned with the self-administration of society, is
exclusively in the hands of the Realm.
TEMPORARY CLAUSES AND CONCLUDING CLAUSES
ARTICLE 166.
Until the Supreme Administrative Court has been constituted, the
Supreme Court shall appoint to the court of electoral revision,
ARTICLE 167.
The provisions of Clauses 3 to 6 of Article 18 shall only come into
force two years after the constitution has been proclaimed.